Adenosquamous carcinoma of the lung. Clinicopathologic and immunohistochemical features.
Adenosquamous carcinomas (ASC) of the lung comprise only 1.8% of all pulmonary cancers. Eleven patients with this disease (6 men and 5 women; mean age, 62 years [range, 51 to 78 years]) were treated. On the basis of pathologic and immunohistochemical evidence, the tumors were separated into three groups: five ASCs of predominantly glandular type, which may originate from squamous metaplasia in a preexisting adenocarcinoma; three mixed type ASCs, possibly derived from the transition of undifferentiated carcinoma to two different elements; and three predominantly squamous type ASCs resembling high-grade muco-epidermoid carcinoma. The 5-year survival rate of 35% for patients with ASCs was the same as that for patients with other nonsmall cell carcinomas. For two patients with ASCs of the predominantly glandular type and for one with the mixed type, resection was incomplete because of extensive local disease. All tumors of the predominantly squamous type could be excised completely. However, differences in the malignant potential of these three types of ASCs are still controversial.